FOOTSLOGGER

the blockmaker has been permitted some licence in engraving
the portrait, for the ears protrude like those of Satan himself.

Lord Haig, from the Horse Guards, sent a letter to Sir John
Simon approving his personality. And this was made public,
I was sent hot-foot from Heckmondwike to the Horse Guards
with the object of procuring a similar letter for the gallant colonel
who was Mr. Lloyd George's nominee. Lord Haig received me
with every courtesy, evading the issue and spending a most
pleasant half-hour in which he told me again of the splendid
services which had been rendered by the battalion under my
command. But when I brought to his notice the subject of my
mission he curtly informed me that that was not a matter which
he would discuss with me.

During our earlier conversation Lord Haig did, however, in
response to my question, say that he was " all in favour of the
withdrawal of the black troops from the Rhineland " ; and
considered " that pressure should be brought to bear upon our
French Allies to bring this into effect." Later, in 1922, when
public opinion was concentrated upon this aggravation of Allied
occupation, Lord Haig again expressed himself in similar terms.
The lofty ideals and high standards of the British Army were
always safe in the keeping of the greatest soldier produced by
our race.

The diary of events were that at 10.30 a.m. I received my
instructions from Captain Guest, the Chief Whip. At 1045
I was with Sir Herbert Greedy, Mr. Winston Churchill's secretary
at the War Office. At eleven I was with Lord Haig's private
secretary, and at twelve with Lord Haig himself.

At 12.30 I had hurried down Whitehall to Downing Street,
and was closeted at No. 10 with the Prime Minister, Guest, and
Sir William Edge, the other Whip. Mr. Lloyd George stumped
up and down the room fuming with passion, and exclaimed,
" Haig's refusal is monstrous. I will have him unstuck ! "

It all seemed to me ridiculous and trivial. The Prime Minister
of Great Britain in a passion because its Commander-in-Chief
refused to write a letter of petty political significance. But I
was not aware of the tension between the Prime Minister and
Lord "Haig.

At 3.30 I was again closeted with the two Whips, Guest and
Edge, and at 5.30 p.m. I found myself in the War Office. Haig
had been summoned by the Secretary of State for War, Winston
Churchill* Lord Haig positively and definitely refused to write